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Oahu Railway

THE FIRST BUILT IN THE ISLANDS

HE early history of the lands of
the Island of Oahu, extending
from Honolulu, the capiial of
all the |slands, to Kahuku, a

distance by rall over the splendid railrond
system of the Oahu Rallway & Land Co,, of
weventy-odd miles, Is full of interest, mado
doubly wo by the wonderful development
that has taken place within the past few
years by the completion of the above sys-
tem of rallroads, whereby the product from
thousands of acres of land is brought to tide-
water for shipment to the markets of the
world,

Practically but a few years have elapsed
since this large area of virgin soll was gly-
en over to the Industry of stock-ralsing and
pastoral pursults, and where thousands
upon thousands of head of cattle roamed
at will, their sleek coats and rounded sides
testifying to the luxuriant growth that
abounded,

In 1889 the Oahu Rallway & Land Com-
pany was Incorporated with B, F. Dilling-
ham as general manager, and it is to his
en se and foresight that an empire of
wealth was created out of a vast wilder-

nesa.

In 1880 grading for the present Important
rallroad system war Inaugurated and the
road was opened for traffic as far as Alea
on November 16th of the same year. and
gradually extended to Pearl City, Ewa Mill,
Walanae, Walalua and thence on to Kahuku,
the present terminus of the avatem, to which
point trafic was opened up on January 1st,
1599

The early trials and tribulations of B, F.
DMilingham, the promoler and general man:
ager of the road, are wel: known by his pres
ent associates in business, hut the Indom-
ftable will power, foree and enerzy char
acteristic of the man were the chlel attri-
butes that won success for the enterprise.

In ‘order that the road should alwave
enjoy a permanent and paving trafiec, Mr.
Dillilngham called to his ald engineers of
recognized standing and abllity, and the
work of development began upon nractical
linea, and milllons of eapital have been ex-
pended in the Industrv of manniarturing
sugar upon territory opened up oy this rall

WAy,

The Oahu Rallway & lLand Co. hold
under lease for a lone term of vears fullvy
76,000 acres of land alone the line of thelr
system, a large portion of whirh area has
been subleased to fonr plantations, the les.
sors recelving ar rental for same a certain

percentage of the sugar oulput from the
several mills now In operstlon upon the
plantations.

The majority of contracts held with these
plantations by the rallroad company are
long-time contracts, some being as much as
sixty years, and in conslderation of these
contracts the lands were turned over to the
plantations, a large area of which has been
profitably farmed, and up to the present
time has produced enormous crops of sugar
cane,

The land of the company reaches an area
of at least 50,000 acres of the richest agrl-
cultural lands, of which area fully 50 per
cent s now under cuiivation, and with the
probable Introduction of oll as a cheaper
fuel many of the plantations may reach
higher elevations with thelr pumping sys
tems and materially increase the culturable
Area.

The contemplated Government Naval
work at Pearl Harbor on the line of this
system will not only largely Increase the
population ot the district adjacent thereto,
but will greatly enhance the value of
large area of land owned by the company
in the vielnity of Pearl Harbor.

In a general way, In fact, anything that
tends towards the development of the Ial-
and of Oahu also benefits the Oahu Rallway
& Land Co., which depends entirely upon
the resources of the island.

Mustrating «.e wonderful development
that has resulted from the advent and oper.
ations of the Oahu Rallway & Land Co.'s
system, It s a fact worthy of note that
the rallroad wsystem traverses un-
broken fleldn of sugar cane extending from
Honolulu plantation to the west end of Ewa
plantation, a distance of twenty miles, and
much of the distance beyond to the terminus
of the roand at Kahuku, As showing more
strongly the value of this aystem of rallroad
to the Island of Oahu and the rapid devel.
opments that have taken place since {ts In-
ception. it can be atated that the smallest
plantation lying along the line of the road
will prodnce more sugar from the 1902 crop
of cane than the total output of the entire
district previous to the construction of the
rallroad svslem.

The buniness of the Oahu Rallway &
Land system for the fiscal year 1901 wil)
surpass In volume that of any other year
in the historv of the road voth in passenger
and freight trafe,

The maln line of the road has been lald
with steel ralls 48 and 60 nonnda to the vard,
while the eoninment consista of ten Rald-
win locomotives, of from eleht to thirty-
fonr tons weleht, thirty passencer coaches,
183 freleht onrs. and twentv.five mincells.
neous cars, while the trarkaee conalsts of

maln llne 71 3-10 miles, feeders to main
line 7 7-10 miles, sidings, etc., five miles.

At Honolulu the company owns & large
area of land, upon which have been erected
the maln offices and general passenger de-
pot, besides large and capaclous workshops
In which has been stalled the Iatest and
most modern machinery for .ne manufac-
ture of the entire rolling stock, except en-
gines, together with that of bridge-work,
ote,

The present superior equipment of the
rallway has so greatly angmented Its earn-
Ing capacity as to render comparison with
former years ol doubtful utility. The show-
ing made for the year 1901 18 phenowenal
only when compared with former ones, and
Is but Initial to succeeding years of assur
od prosperity for the company. The In-
creased trafie resulting from the continued
development of plantations along the rall
way route, and the added facilities of the
company for handling their products furnish
unanswerable arguments for growth of bus-
Iness each mucceeding year. Passing over
cars In proceas of construction and other
minor Improvements, attention |s called to
the extensive development of the harbor
line.

An exchange of certaln lands on the wa-
terfront of Homolulu, owned by the Oahu
Rallway & lLand Company. for the Kawa
pond tract, owned by the Hawallan Govern-
ment, was agreed upon by the parties Inter
ested. and having since recelved the
sanction of the United States Government,
gives the company now a total wharf front-
age In Honolulu harbor of 4000 feet, where
two large wharves have been constructed.

These wharves are separated by
slips 160 feet wide and dredged to a depth
of thirty feet. They will allow uockage for
twelve to fifteen vessels, and will be em-
ployed for .ae discharge of machinery, lum-
ber, fertilizers and merchandise demanding
Iimmediate shipment. On these wharves
have been constructed two large ware
houses, each 100 x 400 feel. and each with
a storage capacity of 10,000 tons; and also
a wharf shea 80 x 400 feet, deslgned for In-
ward freight, In each of the above men-
tioned warehouses have been Installed two
electrle conveyors, each being capable of
delivering Into the hold of a veasel direct
120 tonw of sugar in an hour,

The Oahu dallway & Land Company have
entered into a contract with the American:
Hawalian S8teamshlp Company to store and
handle intersland sugars, for shipment by
this line to the Continent, or a period of
ten vears. the A. H. 8. Co. agreeing to dock
exclusively at the company's wharves for
discharge of cargoes and taking on of
RIEATE.

With the improved tacilities for handling
freight, the stornge of sugar, and the guar-
anteed business resuiting irom the above
contract, the future dock earnings will form
& most important Item In the still further
material Increase of the company’s annual
sum total of businesa.

In the Improvement of the water termi-
nals of the company it became necessary
to excavate 800,000 cuble yards of material
in order to secure a depth of water suffi-
clent to accommodate vessels and steamers
ol large burthen,

In concluding the report upon the proper-
ty of the above company attention ls called
to the attractive natural scenle surround-
Ings along the line of the systom, showing
a magnificent constantly changing pano
ramle view of mountain, valley and the Pa-
cific ocean, with the broad expanse of wav-
Ing wugar cane forming a pleture of
thrift and beauty.

At Wainlua, upon the line of this railroad
syutem, has been erected a magnificent ho-
tel, known as “Halelwa,” which is construct.
ed upon the most modern ideas, and sur-
rounded by running streams, rustic bridges,
fish ponds, ete. This garden spot In made
& feature of the road and a visit thereto
Is Included In the itinerary of every tourist
visiting Oahu, as llkewilse made a frequent
event by many resldents of Honolulu,

it certainly must be highly gratifying to
the stockholders of the Oahu Rallway &
Land Company to witness the steady and
substantial growth of the company's busi-
ness, the successful operation of which
moans much for the still further develop-
ment of the Island of Oahu.

Following s the list of oMecers for 1901:

8. €. Allen, President.

J. B. Atherton, First Vice Presldent,

W. F. Allen, S8econd Vice Presldent.

A. W. Van Valkenberg, Secretary.

M. P. Robinson, Treasurer,

W. G. Ashley, Audhtor,

F. M. Hatch, General Counsel,

B. F. Dillingham, General Manager.

Geo, P. Denl Buperintendent

C. H. Kluegel, Chlef Engineer.

F. C. 8mith, General Passenger and Tick-
et Agent.

R. R. Berg. Goneral Frelght Agent.

C. 1. Lewls, Master Mechanle.

Jno, A. Hughes. Master Car Bullder,

C. M. White, Cashler and Accountant,

H. M. von Holt, Superintendent of
Ranches.

Directors—8. C. Allen, J. B. Atherton,
W, F, Allen, W. G. Ashley, M. P. Robin-
son, W, M, Graham, W. F. Dillingham,
FE. E. Paxton, H. M. von Holt, A. W. Van
Valkenbers.

Trustees—W, F. Frear. T. W. Hobron.

Hilo Railroad Company

ISLAND OF HAWAI

B operations of the above rall-
rond system and its {mportance
to the city of Hllo, and adja-
cent  territory mark a newera !n

the more rapld development of the Puna
and upper Olaa districts of Hawali. The pre.
liminary work of surveying, securing righ:
of way, and other matters Incldent to (he
opening up of the Puna division were con
summated by January 1, 1900, when grad-
Ing was commenced. The operation of track
laying began on May 17th, when the first
lecomotive arrived, and on July 4th the Hne
was opened for traMe to Olaa mill.

Since that period the line has been ex-
tended to Puna, and regular traffic to that
point has existed since March the first of
this year. The total length of the system
At present, on m direct line to Puna, Is twen-
ty-four miles, while a branch line from
Olaa mills towards the Volcano Is now un
der construction, which will be seventeen
miles In length, thus giving them a total
trackage of forty-one miles at present.

The branch line from Olan mills, as spok-
en of, has already been completed a die-
tance of two miles to Keanu, where ar
located the general supply headquariers of
the Olaa Bugir Company. The fallroad com-
pany having been granted s right of way
from the Government along the waterfront
of Hilo to Walanuenue street, are contom-
rlltlll the immediate extension of the maln
Ine, thus affording splendld facllities for

.
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the shipment and handling of freight and
passengers,

At present all the busineas of handling
the freight arriving by salling veasels from
the Mainland and elsewhere s by lighters
from the side of the vessels, which con-
voy it to a amall lunding on the Walakea
river, near the depot of the company.

The constantly growing business of the
rallway systeth with the plantations, as
likewise Individuals and firms, necessitates
that more complete and elaborate facilities

handlin

The company will In all probability con
struct excellent wharf facilities of thelr own
for the purpose of expediting the handling
of thelr growing business, surveys and
soundings having been already made with
that object In view,

The railroad system Is the standard
gauge, while the present equipment conslsts
of thirty-one flat-cars, twenty box-cars, four

should be secured In order to expedite It
'3

first-class passenger coaches and four loco
motives, the largest of which welghs seven-
ty-four tons, The ralls are steel, 60 pounds
to tne yard, and the rond Is now belng well
ballasted with first-class material obtained
close at hand. The company in ballasting
their track have a car mounted with an-
kine and crusher combined, and as rapidly
as the rock ls crushed it Is deposited upon
the road where desired, at the rate of 100
tons per day. The frelght cars are of 40-
ton capacity and supplied with the very lat-




